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Board of County Commissioners Charlotte County
Budget & Administrative Services Dept.

18500 Murdock Circle

Port Charlotte, FL 33948

Date: April 30, 2025
RE: 2025-2026 Continued Funding Request
Dear Commissioners:

We want to take this opportunity to thank you for your commitment to the
provision of funding that we utilize to serve legal aid clients throughout
Charlotte County. This letter serves to indicate our interest and letter of
intent to continue this partnership in FY 2025-2026.

Florida Rural Legal Services (FRLS) is requesting FY 2025-2026 funding
to support the current legal aid services we provide in Charlotte County.
FRLS also requests consideration for a funding increase for 2025-2026 to
increase the level of services we can provide or for consideration to
maintain the current level of funding at a minimum if an increase is not
possible for this cycle. The proposed increase in funding will ensure that
FRLS can continue to provide free legal assistance to Charlotte County.

Between October 2023 and September 2024, FRLS closed 451 cases and
opened 535 cases for residents of Charlotte County. FRLS currently has 73
open client cases. FRLS provided 2,745,47 hours of services to clients
living in Charlotte County. FRLS assisted clients with obtaining needed
public benefits, divorce and family protection, guardianships, housing and
homelessness prevention. Many of our clients are faced with several
obstacles and often have more than one legal issue. FRLS provides holistic
legal services and community outreach services to address those needs.

Between October 2023 and September 2024, FRLS helped Charlotte
County clients save or recover over $298,333.57 dollars in lump sum
recoveries and debt avoidances. FRLS also reached over 500 people
through more than 200 outreach events conducted in Charlotte County in
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the last year. The funding we receive is helping us to positively impact the lives of Charlotte County
residents.

The economic climate low-income households are currently navigating has increased the need for
legal aid services as indigent individuals and vulnerable families face economic hardships that result
in food insecurity, risk of becoming unhoused, increased domestic violence, mental health issues,
and a need for public benefits.

FRLS has been leading the war against poverty in Florida since 1966. We are the gateway for free
civil legal assistance to low-income populations and the only provider of comprehensive migrant
worker free civil legal aid statewide. FRLS will continue to provide free legal representation to the
residents in need in Charlotte County through this partnership.

FRLS remains dedicated to the mission of serving low income and vulnerable populations. We are
certain with the continued support of our partners and funders, we will continue to expand our high-
quality legal services while also working with our pro-bono partners to expand our reach of service
to those in need.

Thank you for your continued support of our mission that provides access to civil legal assistance at
no cost to those who need us more than ever. Should you have any questions on our services please
do not hesitate to contact FRLS Grants Manager Christine Davis at Christine.Davis@frls.org.

Sincerely,

[ -

Leticia Medina-Richman
Executive Director
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